
Weather can be challenging. 
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In times like these, the Iowa 
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hit by severe weather.

The DNR manages 463 public 
wildlife areas, although some 
counties do not have state-managed 
wildlife areas. In addition, some 
limited areas in Iowa’s state forests 
and parks are open to haying and 
grazing. 

Haying 
For many producers, haying is the 
best option. It works particularly 
well for livestock farmers on alfalfa 
or clover plantings where the plants 
attract insects and provide green 
browse for wildlife. In other areas, 

firebreaks planted to legumes may 
be good places to hay. 

Other areas where haying works 
well are on wildlife management 
areas where new prairie plantings 
are becoming established. Mowing 
helps control annual weeds and 
encourage growth of native plants. 
Finally, haying can occur on native 
prairie that includes a mix of warm 
season grasses and wildflowers.

Grazing
Grazing requires more effort from 
the livestock producer who must 
provide temporary fencing and 
water for the livestock. Since Iowa’s 
wildlife areas, forests and parks are 
generally located in unusual areas, 
steep topography can make access 
to the area challenging. Livestock 
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Carefully monitored grazing can revitalize prairie plantings and 
successfully improve wildlife habitat — a win-win solution for livestock 
producers and Iowa’s grassland species.  

Steep slopes and the need to supply 
fencing may make haying a preferred 
option on many public lands.

2013 Areas Open to Haying or Grazing 

The DNR manages State Parks, State Forests and Wildlife Management 
Areas. Portions of these public lands are open to emergency haying and 
grazing in 2013, starting after July 15, when most upland birds have nested. 

Three Presidential Disaster Declarations were issued  in 2013 due to severe 
storms, tornadoes, flooding, straight-line winds and a severe winter storm. 

Since 1990, 33 presidentially declared disasters have occured in Iowa. Look 
under Disasters at www. iowahomeland security.org/ for more information 
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